
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

            April 27th, 2025 

 Mercy thrives in the souls of those alone who visualize everything in conspectu Dei; who,     

in full awakeness, measure everything by supernatural standards. It also presupposes an inward 

suppleness and fluidity; a thoroughly melted, quickened, liberated heart. Every inward scar, as it 

were — every “hardening,” every “incrustation” brought about by an experience we have failed to 

rectify before God — dams up the flux of mercy. Nay, the path of mercy is thwarted by every kind of 

inner unfreedom: by our bondage, for example, to anxiety or to disgust; to the rancor evoked in us 

by an insult; and in general to every over-emphatic preoccupation.  

 For everything that stunts our freedom tends 

to make us self-conscious and to deprive us of the  

capacity, implied in mercy, of taking our stand   

“above the situation.” He alone who has attained   

the supernatural sovereignty that results from true 

freedom and that is reserved for those who seek only 

the kingdom of God and His justice, who expects 

nothing of his own forces but everything of God — he 

alone can participate in the specifically divine virtue 

of mercy.  

 

 

 

Commentary from Transformation in Christ by Dietrich 

von Hildebrand (1889-1977). 

 Image: Doubting Thomas Johann Friedrich                    

Overbeck (1851) 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  ~ DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Gerald R. Smith, Jane Soars,                    

Eleanor Finley, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford,                               

and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

Breath of  New Life : Reflection on the Second Sunday of  Easter 

  

 The prophet Daniel in a vision saw “One like the Son of  Man” receive everlasting kingship       

(see Daniel 7:9–14). John is taken to heaven in today’s Second Reading where he sees Daniel’s prophecy 

fulfilled in Jesus, who appears as “One like a Son of  Man.” 

 Jesus is clad in the robe of  a High Priest (see Exodus 28:4; Wisdom 18:24) and wearing the gold 

sash of  a king (see 1 Maccabees 10:89). He has been exalted by the right hand of  the Lord, as we sing in 

today’s Psalm. 

 His risen body, which the Apostles touch in today’s Gospel, has been made a lifegiving Spirit (see 

1 Corinthians 15:45). 

 As the Father anointed Him with the Spirit and power (see Acts 10:38), Jesus pours out that Spirit 

on the Apostles, sending them into the world “as the Father has sent Me.” Jesus “breathes” the Spirit of  

His divine life into the Apostles—as God blew the “breath of  life” into Adam (see Genesis 2:7), as     

Elijah’s prayer returned “the life breath” to the dead child (see 1 Kings 17:21–23), and as the Spirit 

breathed new life into the slain in the valley of  bones (see Ezekiel 37:9–10). 

 His creative breath unites the Apostles—His Church—to His body, and empowers them to 

breathe His life into a dying world, to make it a new creation. 

 In today’s Gospel and First Reading, we see the Apostles fulfilling this mission with powers only 

God possesses—the power to forgive sins and to work “signs and wonders,” a biblical expression only 

used to describe the mighty works of  God (see Exodus 7:3; 11:10; Acts 7:36). 

 Thomas and the others saw “many other 

signs” after Jesus was raised from the dead. They 

saw and they believed. 

 They have been given His life, which    

continues in the Church’s Word and sacraments, 

so that we who have not seen might inherit His 

blessings and “have life in His name.” 

   

 

Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, APRIL 28TH 

5:30pm Mass Georgia Schrempp 

TUESDAY, APRIL 29TH 

8:00AM  Mass Guardado Padilla Family 

 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30TH 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:30pm  Mass Family Avila 

 THURSDAY, MARCH 1ST 

8:00AM Mass Wisdom and Chastity of Priests 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2ND 

5:30PM FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3RD 

3:00pm Confessions 

4:00pm  Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 4TH 

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      

Just Scan the QR Code 

Above 

 Pipe Organ fundraiser Adopt a Rank 

Available now at our church website 

sfxspokane.org,  or in person by           

appointment!!! 

 

We still have Ranks in our Organ left to 

adopt each  giving its own color and voice to 

the ensemble.    

 

Under our Organ Fundraiser page you will 

find descriptions and  recordings of  all the 

Ranks in the Organ awaiting adoption. 

Women of  St Francis Xavier 

In an effort to cultivate more community at 

St Francis Xavier, the women of  the parish 

have formed the group: the “Women of  St 

X”. 

 

 

All women - retired, widowed, single and 

married - are invited to join. 

Activities and volunteer possibilities include: 
 

◦ Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the 

warm months 

◦ Organizing parish picnics + potlucks 

◦ Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for chil-

dren and adults 

◦ Formation of Bible studies + small groups 

◦ Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly 

◦ Other misc. needs of the parish 

 

 

 

If  you are interested in taking an active role 

in creating a vibrant parish  community, 

please email women.of.st.x@gmail.com. 

Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves a 

commitment of  praying in the church one day a 

week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 

Parra at (509) 362-8646 



 St. Pius V, Pope, Religious April 30th 

 Michael Ghislieri was born in Italy in 1504. His whole life was always guided by the most   

perfect maxims of Christian piety. At the age of fifteen he received the Dominican habit, and at 

once became a model of religious perfection. In 1528, he was ordained priest, and then taught   

philosophy and theology for sixteen years. He also filled other important positions in his Order. 

 Pope Paul IV in 1556 promoted Michael to the united Bishoprics of Nepi and Sutri in the     

Papal States, and in 1557 the same Pope created him Cardinal, but his humility and other virtues 

only became more conspicuous in this exalted position. Pius IV, who succeeded Paul IV in 1559, 

moved Michael to the diocese of Mondori in Piedmont. At the conclave that was held on the death 

of Pius IV, St. Charles Borromeo united the suffrages in favor of Cardinal Alexandrinus, as Ghislieri 

was called, and he became Pope under the title of Pius V in 1566. 

 Michael’s life ad Sovereign Pontiff was as exemplary as it had been while he was a simple               

Dominican Friar. With great piety and apostolic fervor, and in accord with the Decrees of the             

Council of Trent, he fostered Divine worship, Christian doctrine, and ecclesiastical discipline and   

also promoted the propagation of the Faith. 

 It was also during his pontificate that the celebrated victory of Lepanto was gained against 

the Turks under Don John of Austria. As a result of this victory he ordered the feast of the Holy    

Rosary to be observed on the first Sunday of October. He died in the year after this victory, on May 

1, 1572, and was canonized in 1712 by Pope Clement XI. 

 

 PRAYER: God, You providently raised up St. Pius in Your Church for the defense of the     

Faith and for more suitable Divine worship. Through his intercession, 

help us to participate in Your mysteries with a livelier Faith and a 

more fruitful love. Amen. 
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