
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

            May 4th, 2025 

“I know Mine, and Mine know Me.”  

 This Sunday goes under the name Good Shepherd Sunday, because in the Mass there is read the 

Gospel of St. John, wherein our Lord calls himself by this name. How very appropriate is this passage of this 

Gospel to the present season, when our divine Master began his work of establishing and consolidating the 

Church, by giving it the pastor, or shepherd, who was to govern it to the end of time!  

 In accordance with the eternal decree, the Man-God, on the fortieth day after his Resurrection, is to 

withdraw his visible presence from the world. He is not to be seen again upon the earth until the last day, 

when he will come again to judge the living and the dead. And yet he could never abandon mankind, for 

which he offered himself on the Cross, and delivered from death and hell by rising triumphantly from the 

grave. He will continue to be its Head after his Ascension into heaven: but what shall we have on earth to 

supply his place? We shall have the Church. It is to the Church that he will leave all his own authority to 

rule us; it is into the hands of the Church that he will entrust all the truths he has taught; it is the Church 

that he will make the dispenser of all those means of salvation which he has destined for the world. This 

Church is a society, unto which all mankind is invited. It is composed of two classes of members; the      

governing and the governed; the teaching and the taught; the sanctifying and the sanctified. This society is 

the Spouse of Christ; it is by her that he produces his elect. She is the one only Mother of the elect; out of 

her bosom there is no salvation.  

 But how is this society to subsist? How is it to persevere 

through the long ages of time, even to the last day? Who is to give   

it unity and adhesion of its parts? What is to be the visible link       

between its members—the palpable sign of its being the true 

Spouse of Christ, in the event of other societies rising up and          

disputing her titles? If Jesus himself could have remained with us   

we should have had nothing to fear, for where he is, there also are 

truth and life; but, as he says, he is going, and we may not as yet    

follow him. Give ear, then, and learn what is the primary quality      

of the true Spouse of Christ.  

Continued on the inside... 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  ~ SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Gerald R. Smith, Jane Soars,                    

Eleanor Finley, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford,                               

and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

Fire of  Love : Reflection on the Third Sunday of  Easter 

  

  There are two places in Scripture where the curious detail of  a “charcoal fire” is            

mentioned. 

 One is in today’s Gospel, where the Apostles return from fishing to find bread and fish warming 

on the fire. 

 The other is in the scene in the High Priest’s courtyard on Holy Thursday, where Peter and some 

guards and slaves warm themselves while Jesus is being interrogated inside (see John 18:18). 

 At the first fire, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times, as Jesus had predicted (see John 13:38; 

18:15-18, 25-27). 

 Today’s charcoal fire becomes the scene of  Peter’s repentance, as three times Jesus asks him to 

make a profession of  love. Jesus’ thrice repeated command “feed My sheep” shows that Peter is being 

appointed as the shepherd of  the Lord’s entire flock, the head of  His Church (see also Luke 22:32). 

 Jesus’ question: “Do you love me more than these?” is a pointed reminder of  Peter’s pledge to lay 

down his life for Jesus, even if  the other Apostles might weaken (see John 13:37; Matthew 26:33; Luke 

22:33). 

 Jesus then explains just what Peter’s love and leadership will require, foretelling Peter’s death by 

crucifixion (“you will stretch out your hands”). 

 Before His own death, Jesus had warned the Apostles that 

they would be hated as He was hated, that they would suffer as He 

suffered (see Matthew 10:16-19,22; John 15:18-20; 16:2). 

 We see the beginnings of  that persecution in today’s First 

Reading. Flogged as Jesus was, the Apostles nonetheless leave 

“rejoicing that they have been found worthy to suffer.” 

 Their joy is based on their faith that God will change their 

“mourning into dancing,” as we sing in today’s Psalm. By their     

sufferings, the know, they will be counted worthy to stand in heaven 

before “the Lamb that was slain,” a scene glimpsed in today’s      

Second Reading (see also Revelation 6:9-11).  

 

Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, MAY 5TH 

5:30pm Mass Gerson Avila ( Illumination) 

TUESDAY, MAY 6TH 

8:00AM  Mass Priests in Need of  Healing 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 7TH 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:30pm  Mass The Faithful of  the Catholic Church 

 THURSDAY, MAY 8TH 

8:00AM Mass Family Avila (Conversion) 

SATURDAY,MAY 10TH 

3:00pm Confessions 

4:00pm  Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY,  MAY 11TH 

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



  

Continued from the cover….. 

 Jesus was one day, previous to his Passion, in the 

country of Cæsarea Philippi, his Apostles standing around 

him, and he began questioning them about what they 

thought of him. One of them, Simon the son of John or 

Jonas, and brother to Andrew, answered in the name of all, 

and said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God! Jesus expressed his pleasure at receiving Simon’s testimony, which 

was not the result of any human knowledge, but the expression of a divine revelation there and then granted to him; and 

he immediately told this Apostle that from that time forward he was to be, not Simon, but Peter (which means a rock). 

Christ had been spoken of by the prophets under the name of a Rock, or Stone [Is. 28:16]; by thus solemnly conferring 

upon his disciple a title so characteristically that of the Messias, Jesus would give us to understand that Simon was to have 

something in common with Himself which the other Apostles were not to have. After saying to him: Thou art Peter (that 

is, thou art the rock), he added: And upon this rock I will build my Church. Let us weigh the force of these words of the 

Son of God. He has a project in view: he intends to build a Church. It is not now that he will build it, but at some future 

period; but one thing we already know as a certainty— that this Church will be built on Peter.  

 That future is now become the present. We are come to the last days of Jesus’ visible presence here below. The 

time is come for him to make good his promise, and found the kingdom of God—that Church which he was to build 

upon the earth.… He suddenly addresses himself to Peter: Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? Peter, with his usual   

eagerness, answers his Master’s question: Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus resumes, with a tone of         

authority: Feed my lambs … Feed my lambs … Feed my sheep !  

 Here, then, we have Peter made shepherd by him who says of himself: I am t 

he good Shepherd. Firstly, our Lord gives his Apostle, twice over, the care of his 

lambs; this does not make him the complete shepherd: but when he bids him feed his 

sheep too, the whole flock is subjected to his authority. Now, therefore, let the Church 

show herself, let her take her stand, let her spread herself through the length and 

breadth of the nations; Simon, the son of John, is proclaimed its visible head.  

 

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger O.S.B.  

(1805-1875)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      

Just Scan the QR Code 

Above 

Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves a 

commitment of  praying in the church one day a 

week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 

Parra at (509) 362-8646 



St. Gothard, Bishop May 5th  

 Born in the Bavarian village of Reichersdorf around 960, Gothard was educated by the      

Canons of that area and showed so much promise that he attracted the attention of Archbishop 

Frederick of Salzburg. He became a priest and in 990 when the Benedictine Rule was restored to 

the Abbey of Heidr-Altaich he received the monastic habit. He became Prior and eventually Abbot 

of the Abbey. 

 There was such good discipline under St. Gothard that the Emperor, St. Henry II entrusted 

him with the reform of other monasteries. Over the course of twenty-five years he formed nine   

Abbots for various houses, and when St. Bernward died in 1022, St. Gothard was made Bishop of 

Hildesheim in his place, despite his pleas of age and lack of suitable qualifications. 

 In typical fashion, this dedicated servant of God set about reforming his diocese with all     

the vigor of a young man. He built and restored churches, fostered education, especially in the     

Cathedral school, established order throughout the diocese, and erected a hospice for the poor and 

sick at the edge of Hildesheim. He died in 1038. The pass and railroad tunnel from Switzerland into 

Italy takes its name from this Saint in whose honor the nearby hospice for travelers and its chapel 

were dedicated. 

 

 PRAYER: God, You made St. Gothard an outstanding example of Divine love and the Faith that 

conquers the world, and added him to the roll of saintly pastors. Grand by his intercession that we 

may persevere in Faith and love and become sharers of his glory. Amen. 
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